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Stephen King Is Focal Point for Literary Conference on Choice and 
Censorship in the Classroom 
ORONO, Maine -- What happens when "IT" comes to the classroom, or tries to and finds 
the door barred? Such are the questions that will be posed, discussed and debated at the 
Oct. 11-12 Reading Stephen King conference at the University of Maine. The work of the 
prolific best-selling horror writer will be the catalyst for a diversity of perspectives and 
experiences examining issues of censorship, student choice and the place of popular 
literature in the required readings or "canons" of public high schools and colleges. 
King, whose work captivates and provokes diverse audiences, will give the keynote 
address on opening night. Throughout the two-day conference, scholars, educators, 
librarians, students, and fans from 15 to 50 will present topics and share professional, 
personal and sometimes provocative views and experiences on the role and influence of 
his works. Among them will be renowned King critic Michael Collings, Pepperdine 
University professor of English and author of six books and numerous articles on King 
and his place in the American literary heritage. 
"We'll take a thoughtful - and also playful - look at the serious national issues of 
censorship and control in public schools, and what's important for students to read," says 
Brenda Power, UMaine associate professor of literacy education and conference director. 
While many young teens, including "reluctant" readers are turned on to reading by 
King's books, his works frequently cause controversy and continuous censorship 
dilemmas for teachers and school boards. The conference will emphasize the importance 
of having a censorship policy in place and how to develop one, according to Power. 
The issues of student choice and censorship are no longer restricted to junior high and 
high schools, Power points out. "Research shows that students become life-long readers 
to the extent that they have choice of reading materials and are allowed to read what 
engages them," she says. "The popularity ofR.L. Stine and the Goosebumps series with 
young children brings the same controversy down to the elementary schools." 
The conference is sponsored by the UMaine College of Education. 
Released: July 22, 1996 
Contact: Kay Hyatt, (207) 581-2761 
https://web.archive.org/web/19970520131339/http://www.ume.maine.edu/-cofed/news/newsking.html 1/2 
5/22/2021 Stephen King is Focal Point for Literary Conference 
◄ Back to the College of Education Home Pag~ 
Back to Recent Press Releases 
©This is an official publication of the University of Maine. If you have questions or 
comments, please contact the Web Master. 
https://web.archive.org/web/19970520131339/http://www.ume.maine.edu/-cofed/news/newsking.html 2/2 
